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Bourchier

Editing for authors

Our expert editors use a variety of techniques
to bring out the strengths of your manuscript
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Editing can mean different things according to the context. Bourchier offers three main
types of editorial service. These may be required singly, or in conjunction with each other.

e Technical editing aligns your manuscript with your or your publisher’s house style:
ironing out inconsistencies in spelling, punctuation, capitalization; checking citations
and references; catching typos and much more.

e Language editing is a line-by-line evaluation of your text to ensure that you communicate
in an appropriate way to your intended readership: for example, we may advise on tone,
eliminate verbose or redundant phrasing, tighten sentence structure, clarify meanings,
check and revise your use of tense, idiom and word choice. This service is especially
popular with authors whose first language is not English.

e Structural editing reviews the overall structure and dynamic flow of your text to ensure
that your arguments are clear, your chapters appropriately weighted and organized.
Working closely with you we may, for example, invite you to expand or cut back
the text, rearrange chapters, sequences or add illustrative material.

Please get in touch for a quote
+44 (001285 700737 | contact@bourchier.org
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Design for authors

Transforming your Word manuscript into a designed PDF is the
first step to producing your book in either print or digital format

Figure 4.4 Drawing of a theatrical centaur by an unknown fifteenth-century
artist, perhaps from Siena. The man's legs at the front move the artificial legs at
the back. Notice the actor’s elegant high-heeled hooves'. Copyright, The British
Library Board, Add MS 34113, folio 176v.

Buontalenti might have been thinking that the hidden team would walk
the bird back and forward, and maybe flap the huge wings.

Figure 4.6 reproduces a drawing of a costume for a warrior riding
on the back of a giant swan, made by the painter Francesco Primaticcio
who worked in France in the mid-sixteenth century.!? It seems that the
man’s legs tucked up against the bird’s flanks are false and his real legs
are those on which the swan walks. Meanwhile the actor can move the
swan’s head and neck with his hands.

Some ‘walking’ creatures were pushed or carried along by men
inside. An English priest and traveller, Richard Lassels, visited the
Grand Duke’s menagerie in Florence in the mid-seventeenth century2®
The (real) lions, leopards, tigers and bears were made to fight each
other. Afterwards the beasts were herded back into their ‘dens’ by a
‘Fearful Machine of Wood made like a great Green Dragon, which a man
within it roles upon wheels’. The dragon had lighted torches in its eyes
to further alarm the live animals.

ARTIFICIAL CREATURES
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idea for one of the intermezzi for LAmico Fico in 1586. Five pairs of human legs
are visle beneath the giant eagle. Gabinetto Disegni e Stampe, Gallerie degli
Uffizi, Florence.

In other cases the operators carried the bodies of such creatures
on their backs and provided the legs themselves, like the dragons in
Chinese festivals. The English musician Charles Burney saw more
mobile dragons at a pageant in Bologna, featuring in a dramatisation
of the poet Tasso’s story of the sorceress Armida and her lover Rinaldo.
‘This involved both griffons and dragons spitting fire. As Burney says,
‘The whole of this was comical enough - as it was all burlesque -
sometimes the machinery of the monsters took fire and burnt the men
underneath, upon which they throw off the whole apparatus and appear
half-naked to the spectators.!

Marco da Gagliano wrote a preface to the text of his production of
the opera Dafne in Mantua in 1608.2 Like La Pellegrina, this featured
Apollo battling the dragon Python. Gagliano says the two should fight
in time with the music:

The serpent should be large; and if the painter who makes it
knows how to make the wings move and [the Python] breathe
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Typesetting your manuscript transforms your work into a format that replicates the layout
of the final book. This professional page layout gives you an edge when approaching

publishers and allows you to envision how your text will appear when published.

lllustrations, figures and tables can be incorporated into the design. Bourchier’s trusted
team of designers can also create bespoke illustrations or re-draw your own images to
enhance their impact.

Please get in touch for a quote
+44 (001285 700737 | contact@bourchier.org
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Finding a publisher

Our connections with publishers worldwide and knowledge of the
industry mean we can guide you through the A to Z of publishing
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Who to approach: Bourchier will assess your book project and advise you on the

most appropriate publishers to approach, as well as the potential challenges, costs
and timeframe.

How to approach your publisher: from working with literary agents to writing cover
blurbs, preparing your book proposal and your marketing plan, Bourchier makes the job
of engaging with your publisher simple and hassle-free.

Bourchier’s own imprint: if you choose to publish with Bourchier, we will oversee all the

processes that lead to publication, from initial advice to editing, page layout, proofreading,
cover design and printing.

Please get in touch for a quote
+44 (001285 700737 | contact@bourchier.org
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